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As you would expect, all our sections have been limited to virtual meetings, via Zoom, this half-
term.  Whether we will be able to have any face-to-face ones before Easter is yet to be seen. 
 

Despite the restrictions the leaders have managed to maintain full and 
varied programmes – one of the advantages of being a large, 
international organisation is that there is an almost limitless font of ideas.  
There have been virtual visits to the zoo and the aquarium, sessions on 
bird identification (in preparation for the Garden Bird Watch), drumming, 
a variety of crafts, cooking (what would Spring Term be without making 
and tossing a few pancakes?), on-line games and a whole lot more.  
Regardless of what was on the programme I’m sure many of the young 
people appreciated being able to interact with their friends, albeit 
through a computer screen. 

 
Well done to the young people for their enthusiastic involvement, and thanks to their parents for 
helping-out and supervising.  During the lockdowns the children have continued to gain badges 
and it may interest regular readers to know that Advik, our Cub reporter, recently gained the 
Silver Chief Scout Award, the highest award in the Cub section – congratulations to him. 
 

Behind the scenes our Executive Committee has also been 
busy.  One of several projects was to build a large, permanent 
gazebo in the grounds of the HQ – similar to this one, but without 
the comfy seats!  If Covid restricts us to running outdoor 
sessions this will enable us to carry on, rain or shine.  
Alternatively, the number of people in the session is likely to be 
limited, so one group could meet in the HQ and another under 
the gazebo. 
 

The end of January brought the annual, national 
Scout census.  With such a difficult year it is not 
surprising that the number of young people in our 
Group has dropped a bit, from 137 a year ago to 119.  
As this chart shows, this is our first drop in 
membership in 6 years, but much of this was simply 
due to teenagers getting older and moving on to 
Explorers, without as many replacing them at the 
younger end of the range.  Therefore, I’m confident 
that numbers will bounce back when a bit more 
normality returns.  If you would like your child to join 
Scouting please use the joining button on our website 
www.21stromsey.co.uk.  Even if he/she is not yet 6 it 
does no harm to register interest and we will be in 
contact in due course. 
 
Randell McKay 
Group Scout Leader 
 
 

http://www.21stromsey.co.uk/

