
 

 

21st Romsey (Nursling & Rownhams) 
Scout Group 

 
 
If you managed to keep up with the on-line editions of the Village News during the first lockdown 
you will know that all our sections maintained virtual programmes, given through media such as 
Zoom and Facebook.  Meanwhile the Group’s Executive Committee busied themselves with 
making the H.Q. Covid-secure, in readiness for the return of face-to-face meetings.  This 
occurred at the end of the Summer Term, under strictly controlled conditions, such as having to 
meet outside, with social distancing.  The size of the group was also limited to 12 young people 
which, since our sections range from 22 to 36 in size, created a logistical challenge.  However, 
the Cub leaders rose to it, enabling all the Cubs to participate – albeit through repeated 
sessions on different nights. 
 
After the summer break the restrictions were eased to allow 
up to 15 children in a group, and also allowing indoor 
sessions – again with distancing, good ventilation, masks 
for adults indoors etc etc …  All sections set-to eagerly, 
running activities as diverse as a murder-mystery walk, fire-
lighting (hot-dogs and smores), scrap-heap challenge, 
astronomy, a visit to the Solent Sky museum and more.  
Where necessary, to accommodate the numbers, these 
were blended with Zoom sessions. 
 
Sadly, the second lockdown again brought an end to face-to-face 
meetings, so programmes had to be halted or adapted at short notice.  
Using Zoom to teach the Scouts how to make Turk’s Head woggles was an 
experience.  Hopefully the lockdown will only be for 4 weeks, so we may 
get some more normal sessions in before Christmas. 
 
The parents and I are constantly amazed and thankful for the dedication of the leaders, and the 
adaptability and good behaviour of the children, which make all this possible. 
 

Another casualty of the lockdown was the Remembrance Sunday 
Service at St John’s church – at least in its usual form.  However, 
the evening before the restrictions commenced, we pre-recorded 
some pieces that were cleverly spliced into the service that the 
vicar conducted, more or less by himself, on the Sunday morning.  
The reading of the Roll of Honour still brought a lump to my throat 

(so many men from what were then, just two small villages), and we were still able to remember 
them with the Last Post and the dipping of the Union Flag during the Silence. 

 
Finally, about 18 months ago we were selected to be one of 
the beneficiaries of the Co-op Community Fund, for the year 
October 2019 to October 2020.  In all, thanks to the Co-op and 
its members, we received £3,554, which has been put towards 
making the HQ more energy-efficient.  Thank you, Co-op! 
 
 

Randell McKay 
Group Scout Leader 


