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It’s amazing the number of doors that will open when Leaders say that 
it’s for Scouting.  In the past month or so Wood Beavers have made full 
use of this with visits to Romsey police station and to Pets at Home, 
and having a visit from paramedics to teach first-aid (I must admit 
some concern flashed through my mind when I arrived at the end of the 
session to see an ambulance parked outside).  Meanwhile River 
Beavers have been working towards their Space badge, with the HQ 
turned into a mini planetarium. 
 
The Cubs have also been doing some badge work, for example Taurus with Digital Citizen and 
Photography.  Phoenix Cubs had an evening at Flip Out.  The dark evenings gave opportunity 
for some of the sections to do night hikes, with Taurus Cubs going through and around the local 
woods and Explorers further afield, to Farley Mount.  Explorers also went ice-skating and 
attended the local Christmas Showcase, helping in the Santa’s Grotto and running their own 
stall. 
 
From time to time members of our Rifle Club participate in national competitions.  Following a 
recent event our congratulations go to Ella, one of our Explorers, who gained second place in 
the Open Sporter air-rifle competition at Bisley and, with two other members from Scouting, 
achieved first place in the group category. 
 
Leading up to Christmas most sections included some themed craft 
activities.  As Group Scout Leader I don’t regularly attend any of the 
section meetings, but was delighted to help-out the Scouts as they made 
Christmas tree decorations from paracord.  Now I’ve rediscovered how 
therapeutic making this sort of thing is, it’s likely that similar items will be 
on sale on our stall at the summer fair. 
 
Having completed the installation of new “smart” storage heaters, we are 
embarking on the next stage of our energy efficiency scheme as we seek 
to install modern, smaller water heaters.  If you shop at the Co-op please 
support our fund-raising through the Co-op Community Fund: see 
https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/34737 
 

It just remains for me to wish all readers a very Happy New Year. 
 
Randell McKay 
Group Scout Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/34737

