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As you may know, several of our young people spent some of the summer on international events in the 
USA.  I’m delighted to hand over this month’s Village News report to Matthew Jones, one of the 40,000 
members of Scouting, representing 152 nations, who attended the World Scout Jamboree. 
 
Randell McKay 
Group Scout Leader 
 
 
On the 50th anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s first step on the moon, I set out on my own big adventure 

with Unit 56 (my group of 36 Hampshire Scouts/Explorers and our four leaders) to take part in the 24th 

World Scout Jamboree in West Virginia.  Like him, I had been through a selection and training process 

which started nearly two years ago. Unlike him, I had to raise the funds for my trip myself which I did by 

running tombola stalls, designing and selling Christmas cards, a sponsored hike, busking and through 

some generous grants. 

We set off early in the morning from Pax Hill, former home of the 

Baden-Powell family, to travel to Heathrow for our flight to New York, 

where we spent 24 hours seeing some of the sights, before our two 

day coach journey to the Summit Bechtel Reserve in West Virginia for 

the start of the jamboree.  At first I didn’t appreciate how large the site 

was, but when we learned we had a one hour walk to the outdoor 

stadium for the opening ceremony, it became clear! 

We were based at Camp F, with Scouts from Argentina, Columbia, 

USA, Germany, Japan, Luxembourg and Portugal as our closest 

neighbours.  There was a huge range of outdoor activities to try – I 

loved the scuba-diving, climbing, clay-pigeon shooting and stand-up 

paddleboarding.  Sadly, I was too light to go on the mile-long zip wire!  I also performed a medley of 

Greatest Showman songs on clarinet on the World Point Stage, and was invited to play for the 

Contingent Leaders gathering a few days later.  My favourite day of the event was Cultural Day when we 

shared the culture, traditions and food from our countries – my tent buddy and I dressed as the Queen 

and Prince Charles and shared a good British cup of tea.   

I really enjoyed meeting lots of Scouts from all over the world and have 

come home with a fantastic selection of badges and neckers that I traded 

when meeting them.  My favourite swap was when I exchanged my unit 

uniform hoody for a uniform kimono with a Japanese Scout, Yoshimasa.  I 

have been keeping in touch with him and Scouts from Germany and the 

USA on Instagram and by sending them postcards from the UK since 

returning home. 

I experienced American weather and wildlife – temperatures were up to 

35°C with high humidity, followed by sudden rainfall, and even a dramatic 

thunderstorm with a lightning touch down about 20 metres from our tent.  

And as we were starting to dismantle our camp at the end of the jamboree, 

we were lucky enough to see a black bear at pretty close quarters. 
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After the jamboree, we had more excitement with a two day visit to Washington, where we saw some of 

the sights including the White House and Capitol Building, and enjoyed a baseball game, Finally, we 

experienced a couple of days camping in Canada with a visit to Niagara Falls to round it all off.  I arrived 

home very excited to share news of my trip but also very tired! 

Matthew Jones (age 14) 
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