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Cooking often crops up on the sections’ programmes, but the past month has been unusually 
full of it.  The week of Shrove Tuesday saw most sections making pancakes, with a variety of 
toppings each more extravagant than the last.  Besides practising basic cooking skills, it was a 
chance to check the camp stoves before they are used in earnest later in the year. 
 
Wood Beavers carried the food theme further during an evening making cup-cakes; they have 
had a sleepover in our HQ and an evening on disability awareness.  Perhaps appropriately to 
counter-balance sticky pancakes, River Beavers’ health awareness programme included a 
session on care of teeth.  They have also been considering disabilities and are learning to sign 
a song to include in the District St Georges’ celebration in Romsey Abbey. 
 
Taurus Cubs used St David’s Day as another excuse for a 
cooking session (making Welsh cakes), though they also 
had time to produce a great dragon mosaic from small 
squares of coloured paper.  The programme of Phoenix 
Cubs included bowling, and an evening of challenges 
versus some parents who were brave enough to take up 
the gauntlet.  Our two Packs collaborated with a couple of 
other Packs from Romsey District in a tour and sleepover in 
the Royal Navy Submarine Museum, Gosport. 
 

On a windy weekend members of the Troop joined other 
Scouts at the annual District Winter/Spring Camp.  Fortunately 
most of the rain came overnight, and the Scouts were able to 
enjoy activities such as archery, the assault course, climbing 
and shooting.  Back at our HQ they have been practising fire-
lighting skills and learning how to splice rope. 
 
Those who read last month’s article may recall that a team of 

Draco Explorers were in training for the Southern-50 hiking/map-reading competition.  Their 
hard work paid off as they came a worthy 13th of 36 in their category.  Rather less arduous were 
wide-games on Canada Common and a local treasure hunt. 
 
Thank you to our adult volunteers who make all this possible.  Speaking of which, over the past 
couple of months we have welcomed several new leaders.  One of them grew up through the 
Group, but the others have little or no previous experience – simply parents who saw what fun 
their children were having and wanted to join in!  Despite these additions we could still do with a 
bit more help, particularly in our Beaver sections (children aged 6 & 7).  If that interests you 
please contact me using the “join 21st Romsey” button on the website. 
 
Randell McKay 
Group Scout Leader 
 
 


