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Summer Term ended with the usual mix of food and fun – including the Cubs’ annual water 
fight.  Now, with most of our young people either away at camp or about to go on one, it gives 
me chance to turn the focus onto our adult volunteers, whose work behind the scenes make it 
possible to the Group to thrive. 
 
Back in July we held a maintenance weekend – several of the leaders slept-over at the HQ, 
whilst many other parents, young people and leaders joined them on the Saturday.  A long list 
of tasks was worked through, as a result of which the grounds and stores have never looked 
tidier.  Meanwhile our Quartermaster has been busy making sure that all the equipment is ready 
for camps, with repairs done, broken pegs replaced and gas bottles refilled. 
 

   
 
Yesterday I spent an interesting morning reading documents from 1997 to 2001, relating to the 
move from our old premises (now buried under Knowles Close) to our present one.  It made me 
realise what a debt of gratitude we owe to the Group’s Executive Committee of the time, who 
handled the change of lease and building of the present HQ.  Thanks to them we have a 
headquarters that others can only envy, however it does bring responsibilities: about half the 
Group’s income goes on maintenance, improvements, insurance and utility bills.  Therefore, we 
continue to have volunteers who help with fundraising and seeking opportunities to get grants or 
sponsorship.  Recently we have had new curtains and blinds fitted, and are planning to upgrade 
the CCTV security equipment and replace the present lighting with LEDs.  Whilst the latter will 
result in lower electricity bills, a small team from 21st will be raising money towards the initial 
outlay by taking part in the Rotary Club sponsored walk, which is on 8th October, along part of 
the Test Way.  If you would like to sponsor us our team page is 
https://www.justgiving.com/companyteams/21stromsey . 
 
All of this helps to keep the HQ safe and welcoming, both for our own young people and other 
groups that use it, such as 1st N & R Brownies and the Retired Men’s Fellowship.  Diary 
permitting, the hall is also available for children’s parties, meetings etc; a booking enquiry form 
is on our website http://21stromsey.co.uk .  
 
Many thanks to all who support the Group.  If you’d like to join us please use the general 
enquiry “contact” button on the website.  Next month I’ll return to reporting on the programme 
for the young people, particularly on how the summer camps have gone. 
 
Randell McKay 
Group Scout Leader 
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